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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Tarkington Park is a 10.5 acre city park located in the Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood, just north 
of historic Maple Road (38th Street) at 45 East 40th Street on the north side of Indianapolis.  
Bounded by Meridian Street, Illinois Street, 39th and 40th Streets, the park is surrounded by 
diverse, unique and historic neighborhoods with highly engaged community organizations.

Since the completion of a master plan in 1985 by Indy Parks, there has been a growing 
interest in what the park could become.  Most recently, Midtown Indy Inc., led a series of 
Y�
�������
�

���
���������="��"�����$�����"����Y����-�����;��������$�������
�;����"�����(���
�������
��������
�
"����������"�����(�=�
���-���
"����$�������
�"��"�%�����������������������}�
the shelter was designed by renowned local architect Edward and its removal sparked a 
great deal of community outcry.  With this renewed interest in the park, Indy Parks decided 
�"�������=�-�
���������=�
�������������Y����
�����
��"��������$���%�����������"��;$�$���;���
Tarkington Park.

����"��
�������;�����
����%�&��(

�������=��"��"�������
$���������-��;�~$������\��
�@������
Associates (Landscape Architecture + Urban Design) and Axis Architecture, began a master 
planning process in partnership with the community to formally update the 1985 Indy Parks 
	�
����&���� ;������(�������&��(�� ��"�� ��
$������-�
��������������
�����������Y��Y�
���� ;���
the future redevelopment of Tarkington as one of the City’s premier urban parks, providing 
a blueprint for the implementation of the community’s desired park improvements by a 
public-private coalition comprised of the City of Indianapolis, Indy Parks, and neighborhood 
organizations, who see the park as the catalyst for the revitalization of the surrounding area.    

The Design Process
The master planning began with a comprehensive inventory and analysis of the community, 
the existing park features, previous and current studies and initiatives in the area, and the 
opportunities and constraints for redevelopment of the park.   Informed with the inventory and 
analysis information, Indy Parks and REA/Axis facilitated a multiple-day community workshop 
����"��
$--����;�����������������"����--$���%
�(�%�
��(�"�����

�
$���$��������
�����
�
and businesses, municipal departments, interested organizations, and the general public in 
crafting a vision for the future of Tarkington Park. 

The design workshop began with a series of listening sessions to determine the community’s 
needs and desires for the park.   The master planning team then synthesized the community’s 
input into a program of major themes and design elements for the redesign of the park.  Over 
the course of the following three days, the design team, working closely with Indy Parks staff, 
developed two separate design concepts for the park.  On the fourth day, the concepts, along 
with supporting plans, sketches, and imagery, were presented to the community at a public 
forum to complete the workshop.  At the meeting, community members were invited to review 
and respond to the proposed conceptual design, which was also posted to the project website 
for review and input.  Following the workshop, additional meetings were held with community 
groups to allow for further comment and input on the conceptual alternatives.  

After a four week comment period, the master planning team synthesized the public comments 
from emails, phone conversations, letters, website comments and meetings to assist in 
�����-�������"���������$�������������;����"����������(�-�
�����������������;��-�
���������=�
�
then presented in a public meeting and posted on the website for additional public comments.  
At the conclusion of the public input period, additional comments were addressed and the 
-�
���������=�
����������

The Plan 
The Tarkington Park Master Plan establishes a vision for a vibrant urban park with a distinctive 
sense of place that celebrates the community’s diverse history and culture, attracts a wide 
variety of users, and provides a unique park experience.

<�-@���������;������;���$��
���������������
$��������@%��"����--$���%�;��-������-����%�
��
�����������
� �����������"�
�Y����
���
� � � �"�������
���-�
����
��(
��������������=�
model for an urban park in the Indy Parks system – a park that celebrates urban living and 
catalyzes revitalization and economic development within the surrounding community.  

It is understood that this master plan can only be realized through a collaborative public/
private partnership model.  Beyond the funding of design and construction of the new park, it 
will be critical that a plan is established for the continued park programming and operations 
to ensure a level of management and maintenance consistent with the community’s vision 
for the park. Based on case studies from similar communities across the country, Indy 
Parks believes that a partnership with a community organization whose sole focus is the 
programming and operation of the park would ensure the park’s continued success.  
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The last master plan completed by Indy Park for Tarkington Park was in 1985.  Though the existing park 
"�
������"������
����������%�����"�������Y������%���

��"��
$���$��������--$���%�"�
�������$�������Y��Y��
with renewed interest in the park.  While certain features of Tarkington Park appear to be well used by the 
surrounding community, it is often referred to as underutilized as a whole and in need of long overdue 
upgrades to meet the area’s growing recreational needs.

�������
�	����=�������������
�����
�����������
"���=��"��"��������-�����;�	��������������Y����-���
�"�
����
a series of visioning sessions for the area.  Tarkington Park was the focus of one of these sessions.  Midtown 
received a great deal of community input and engaged a consultant to prepare a “vision plan” for Tarkington 
Park (above) based on this input. This plan was not formally reviewed or adopted by Indy Parks, but the ideas 
generated served as a basis, in part, for Indy Park’s decision to update the park master plan.   

Midtown Indianapolis Inc. 2010 Plan

"*���
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In your “environment,” what activities could happen there: 
What is the park designed to accomplish?
�������
������
�����

����
�>���
"����
���$�"�����Y����
��
����������
(������-������
�����
�
��������(�
���@�����
�����
�>��-$���������"@��"��������Y��%�
����Y��
��������������
�>$���������Y�����$@����������-
�
�F$���������-
��"�������;$���
"���
�>"������
"����
�&��Y����
�-�����Y����
�&$@����
���������@%����������Y�������"����
�
��"��-���@���(��������������������=�%�
����(�=��"�;��-���
�-��(��

As you walk through the park, what should be your ideal 
experience?
�	������Y������
�&$@��������
�	�����������;;���������"=�%
�������
��������
�
�>��$���%�
�&�����;���
"���������������
�'�-��%����������
�	$
��
��Y���

�;��-���
�-��(���
�~�����������"��������������"������"������"@��"����
���������"�����
�����"@��"�������(
�����������������=
�����Y������
��;����(�����Y��%��-�����������(���
�&�Y�������������%���$���$
����;����
�)�
(��@����$
���-���}������
�$
�����

�
�'��
@���
�>"�(�
����������"��&��(�
�&��%���$��
�&��(�$��@�
(��@���
�&�

�Y����
����"�������
�)��������;�����Y����

�Y��

How could the park encourage the surrounding area “mixed 
use” ideas that have been previously recommended by the 
groups? How could the park help an expanded
residential business district thrive? 
������
���$��
�
�<������������=�%
�&��(�-�%�������;������
�����
����@��"���
������������@�������
�\
��@��
"�����
�����Y���������=��"�����@���
�����
�>%-�"��%�����"�����(����
�-�����Y��$��
�&"�
��$
��;�����������
�
��"���;���������"��;��������"��@$
���

�
�;��-��!�"������"�� � ����
   Streets 
�<�������=��"��!�"������"�>��������
���Y��=
�;��-��!�"�>������
�\������������������;�@�$����%��������$���	���<����������� �
   church
����������^�"������"�>�����
��
�������;����(�����=�@���(���Y��������
   close them down for events 
�	���<�����������"$��"�������--$���%����"��
����;����"���� �
   park 
�<�������$
"������������
��������(�����-
���;$���
"���=��"�� �
   urban elements 
�����--�����������������������������"�����(�������������� � �
   activity - Bryant Park, NYC 
�	�������������������
����"�����$���;��-��!�"�����"�>�����
��� �
   should complement the park 
�����"@��"�������(���-���-�������(����
�<�������$���������-
�������(�
���"����������"�Y����
��������
��
   and reasons to walk and meet with people

Other ideas:
�>(�������(�
������
�;�����������������
"���=��"�-$����
��Y�����������
�&�

�@�%������������!�"�>������-������=��(����"����@������"��� �
   park 
�&����%��������������
�~��������"�-��@�
�������������)���"�����(������������������ �
   history Booth Tarkington - author 
�<��Y��
������������
�����;�@��-

��
(������
����
�@%��������
�>������\-����$-�
��"��(��@�$����-���������

�������"������^�"�>�����
�������� �
���������=������������
��-�����;���;�����Y������
�
��<�������&��(��;����!�"�>�����
�������=��"�<�--$���%�<������
�������>�������Y�
��%����$��
��$���Y���������
��������--$���%�������
��������(������(
�
��	���������
"������"�Y���������������
�$���$���������-�
�����
������������
��;�������
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North United 
Methodist Church

Commercial 
Node

Double
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Looking Northeast into the park on 39th Street
�������		��
���	�
����������	��
�������������������
������	���	�	�
����	���
����������
�	���
����	�	��	��������
  church events and farmer’s market

Looking Northwest at 39th St. & Meridian St.
�������		��
���	�
����������	��
�������������		�������������	��
������	����
����!�
��	�������	�"�	���������
�#
�$���
�#�����
�	

Looking North from the southwest corner
 �������		��
���	�
����������	��
� �%	��
�������
�'
�	'
�����
����
� ��"	�
�	����*�
���+����������������

Looking Southwest from 40th St. & Meridian St.
 �$��
�,��������
�#�
� �.������
�������
�����
��	���������	�	����
���
                 connections
� �/	�����1
����������
�
� �$���
�#�����
�	

Looking North from the southeast corner
 �������		��
���	�
����������	��
� �%	�	�����
�	���		���
������
� ��	������"	�	�������	�
������	�"�	����������
        the park along Meridian Street

Looking North along Meridian St. 
 �������		��
���	�
����������	��
� �%	�	������
�	��
����		���
������
� �%	�	������		����		���
������
� ��	������"	�	�������	�
������	�"�	����������
����������	��
�#�
������	����
����!

Looking South at 39th St. & Meridian St.
 �$��
�,��������
�#�
� �.������
�������
�����
��	���������	�	����
���
                 crossings

Looking west along 40th Street
 �5�������+�������+����	�
� �7������+�����	������	�����
���:�	��	�
   tennis shelter location
� �%	�	������
�	��
����		���
������
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Looking Southeast from Tarkington Tower
 �%	����
�	���	�����������
� �;���	�����
�����������
���:�	��	��	������ �
   Shelter Building
 

Existing Playground
 �:�
+������������	
�<=>=��,��?���	���	�
� ����������"
��
����
� �;
�	�@������	��
����		������
���
 

Looking Southwest from Park High Point
 �������		��
���	�
����������	��
� �?����	�	"
�	��"�	�������
�#
� �E
��	���	����
�����
�	����������1	��'�	�
   programming

Looking South at 40th St. & Illinois St.
 ��,��������
�#�
� ����	����	��	���������������
� �.������
�������
�����
��	���������	�	����
���
                 connections
� ���#	��
�	
� �$���
�#�����
�	

Dedication Plaque 
� �E��
�	�������	������	
�������	�������	��
�#

Looking southeast from 40th Street
 �������������������	��	�����	���J	�
� �5�������+�������+����	�

Looking Northeast in the northwest corner of the 
park
 ����������Q=�����!��
�#����
�	
��		���
   resurfacing
� �:�
+������������	
<=>=��,��?���	���	�
� ��
���	���		��
����	�
�	����
 

Looking south along Illinois Street 
 �%	�	���+����
�	���,���
���
� �%���+���
������#��	��	
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Looking West From 40 North Tower

Basketball Court & Former Baseball Diamond Location Former Edward Pierre Tennis Shelter Location & View of the 40th 
Street Corridor

Looking Southwest at the Meridian Street Corridor 

Looking Northwest From City View Tower Looking South from Tarkington Tower
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1937

1986

1956

1995

1961

2002

1976

2010
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1 MILE RADIUS FRO
M

 TARKIN
G

TO
N

 PARK

2 MILE RADIUS FROM TARKINGTON PARK

3 MILE RADIUS FROM TARKINGTON PARK

Those who live closer to Tarkington 
Park spend slightly less on 
	��	��
���	���	"	�+�+	
�!

The majority of housing types near Tarkington Park 

�	������	���������	��'�����'	���	�>VXV!��<=Y������


�
���	����
�	�<��������������!

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

>=\

>� >� 2 3 or 
4

5 to 
9

>=����
>V

<=Y

77%
live in units

4 or less
 

68%
live in a one
unit house

 

1969
90% of homes

built before
 

Units per Building

:	
��

	�
�


�	
��

��E
�"

��
��

�
���

��
�>

@�<
@�


��
�]

��
��	

���
���


�
#��

��
��

�
:


�#
!

Housing Types25%

20%

>^\

>=\

5%

0 to 
4

5 to 
9

>=����
>Q

>^����
24

25 to 
34

35 to 
44

45 to 
54

55 to 
64

65 to 
74

75 to 
84

`^Y

��	��	��
��
�	����]]!Q�
����	
��+�
half the surrounding population is 35 

���+����	�!

49%
of residents are

under 35
 

2.3
average

houshold size

67%
of residents are

black
 

20.7%

Resident Age

:	
��

	�
�


�	
��

���
�	

��
���

��
�>

@�<
@�


��
�]

��
��	

���
���


�
#��

��
��

�:

�

#!

Population Age

]=!X%

]]!>%

q^Q!V
q^Q!>

q^^!<

The study area is a split between rental and ownership 
����	�����!��;����	�@�>��������]���"	��	
����"	��+�'���`=\�

��
��
�	�������������!

$

33%
]]!<%

]X!Q%

`>%
xV!x%

`>!>%

High 
School 
���?�,

College
Degree

National 
Average 
at 85%

National 
Average 
at 40%National 

Average 
at 33%

]>!X%

National 
Average 

at 46k

National
 Ownership

at 67%

]V!V%]V!Q%
Q>!x%

National 
Rental
at 20%

National 
7
�
��

��>>\

20%
22%20%

Q=!>%
]x!X%

]`!]%

Home
Owner

Renters

Ownership 
Type       

z����������	��
���	��
����	�������"	�����	������
�#�������:
�#����"	�
���	��	��@�
���

carpool and use alternative transportation types more than those 
������"	��������<����]����	���������	��
�#!

Those who drive or carpool 
to work on average own 
��	��
���	������	����!

XX
!<

\
XV

!]
\

x<
!`

\

Drive Alone Work at Home

]!
^\

]!
>\

]!
<\

:�'������
��!

V!
=\

x!
=\`!
Q\

Bike or Walk

x!
]\

Q!
^\^!
Q\

Car Pool

>Q
!=

\

><
!X

\
>]

!x
\

Transportation Modes to Work

42.7%
25.5%

7.6%7.66%6

0.8%0.88%%%%%%%%%%%%1.3%1.33%

22.1%

Tarkington 
Park

Study area shown within 1, 2, and 3 mile radius from Tarkington Park.

���	��
���	��
���	������	�

$950 spent annually from
 hom

es w
ithin > mile of Tarkington Park

$975 spent annually from
 hom

es w
ithin 2 m

ile of Tarkington Park

$>0>0 spent annually from
 hom

es w
ithin 3 m

ile of Tarkington Park  ����
�����
Attainment

At or Near
 Poverty

atta
ched

detached
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Newton Booth Tarkington                                                       
|}��+�<V@�>`XV�~��
+�>V@�>VQX�

Born in Indianapolis to a family of moderate wealth and with important political 
����	������@��������
�#����������'	����	�	�'	�	��������������:����J	��:��J	

����������"	��@��������	
���	
��������	� and ��
��������!���
"������
��	��
����������
+��
��������������	��
��
��	
��+�
�	@��	��������	�������������������

��������@�	"	���
��+�'	���������	������	�����������
����	���
����"	������
����������	!��������'����	�����#��������	��"	��^=���"	��@���
+�@�	��
+��
���������
�����	�!���
�+����������"	����
"	�'		��
�
��	��������	���
�	�
������		�@�
including ������
�
 and ����	
��	@�'����������
��+���'����	��
���	��
�����������
��
�
�
J��	�!�������������"	�@�������	
����	�������	�
�	�@��
��
������'����	�����
����
���	����'	���	�	"	���
��+�'	�����	�����	��
�����
���
�	������������
���
�	�!��
�������������"	����	�	�
���
��'	��
�	��	������	����	�@�
����������	
���	
�
�������	��(the second book of his ����
��������+���
���
�	����	������	�>==�
'	����������
�
���
�	���"	��������	�<=����	����+!

Through the ����
� trilogy (���������
�@��������	
���	
��������	�@�
���The 
�
���	����@��
�#������������
+����	���
��	����
��������	�������	���	���
��
����
���
����
�	�'	��		����	�z�"����
��
����������
��.@�
��	���������
����
��������
��J
����!����	��	��������������	������	�
�������
������'	������
���+����
�����
��	���������	���	�����	+�������	���������
���+�����!

Believable characters and a focus on typical middle-class families were 
��	��	��������
�����������
�#�������������������������
��	�����	
����!����������	��
�	����	���	���	�
�������	�+�
����	+��	
��+��	�	@����	���	
������������	����'�	��
�����	���	���
����
����+��	�!����	������
��
�"	����	�����+�����:	�����
�����	��������	���	������"	��@��	�	�'
�	�������	�
����������
�#���������
�	��	���
�����������'�+������	����	�!

��
������������.���
�
��	�	���	��	�����������
�+����������"	��!����������:�
�	@�
��	�.���
�
�������	���'���������	�	��	����	���"	�@��
����	�������
���������The 
���	
���	
��������	�!��,	����	��������"��	��	���	���������
��
�#
��#	��	�����@�
��	�
�1�	����	���'�������'	�
�����	��	��	��	�
���
��
���	����	������	��
�	�
>V>=��
��
��	������������	
�	��
�����'��	���	!���
�#�������������
��
����#�������
��	����
������
�����'��	�����������	�+��
��	���	��	������������	���
����	����
characters in the novel:  �!�
���
����
�������������"��	��
��#���
	��������
���
���	���
	������
���
��	����
����������$��
%�����#���������"��	�������
�������
�����

�
	���������
	��
������
�����	
���������������
�
��#���
	�%&�'�������	
���	
�
�������	�"�$%�()*+

.��
�����������'	����
��
������
�����
+������@��	��
��
����
��
����@��������
���@�
	�����@�
�������	�����
���.���
�
��	����
���!���	�"�	�	����'�����	�"��	�
��
�
�	������'����+�����	���	�	��������������	����������
����
��@�
���������	��	�"	��
���+���	��	��������'��������	@��	��
���
��	��
��������
����	�	��	�����	����	�
�����
���	!�������������
��	��	��	��	���	�	���	�'
���������	�
������	�,��
��
���������


����
-
��@�
�����	��������������������	�!�
 
�	�
��	��	��:����	�5��"	����+�
���:����	����5��"	����+@�
����
��
�
��	��
�����
�+��	��		�������'����������������@�
���	���
�������z����'�
�5��"	����+�

����	"	�
�����	��!��������������
�	���������������������	�.���
�
������:�'����
��	�	��
�+���������V<@�:����	�5��"	����+����
�#��������
��@�
�����	�������
�
�#�������z�"�����	
�	�����.���
�
�����!

���
�����	�@��
�#��������
��'������������
����	�����	��!����	���	�'	�
���������
����	+	�����@��	�����
�	����������	��	�
�+@�
����������	������������	��	������
�������	!������������	���	����
�+���������
�	��+	
���
���	
����@��������	����
�	��	'��#����@��
��	@��	��
���
��	��
����	�
��Q<x=�$!��	����
�����		�����
.���
�
�����������>V<]������������	
��!����������
�	����	���	��+���	�	@�
�����	�
�
����	����'���	�����z����������z	�	�	�+@���������	�������	������	���'����
�+�
�����	�����	�
�
�#�������
�	
@��
#	����"	�+�'	���������
��
��	���'��������
�#�
������'	��
�	��������������!

�.
	�
�����

����������	�
������
���
���$��$�����������

�	���
/��/
��/��#��
���	��
�
����������������

���������
�	#��
������	#�����.��
�"�


	��#���	�


���#��	��������"�
�����#����

�	���
�
��
��
��


�����	������#��
�
�%&
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EDWARD D. PIERRE
|�
+�<<@�>`V=
>Vx>�

���
���,!�:�	��	@�'�����
+�<<@�>`V=����;�����
+�	@�.���
�
@�'��	1+�

��	��	��7
��
�
����5��"	����+@���	�����
���	��	������.��������.�������	�
����	�������+�|����	��+��������.�������	�@���	�	��	�	
��	��
�
�	��		����
�����	����	����>V>^!�����	�����#��������+	
������,	�����@�
�	��	�"	�������	�5!�!����+�z�������������		�����������������
��.@�
��	����"	�����.���
�
��������	�	��	���
����	�������������	���	�	��!

The principles Pierre championed are perhaps most accurately 
described by his own words written in the “All American Resolution,”  

������
���	��	"	���	������	�����	����:�	���	���,������,!�
���	����	������
��	��	����>VX=�����	��	�����
�
��	���
�������
��	���
!����.��������	��������@�:�	��	�����������“impress upon 
young people the progress that free men can make by intelligent 
planning;” to encourage “full participation by all Americans in 
an effort to erase slums and blight from the nation’s cities and 
country-side;” and to concentrate on “solving the big decisions 
which face every community, as well as those of the nation.”  His 
personal efforts to meet these goals were apparent in the work 
�	��	�����	���������������������	�����
���
�		��
��
��
�����	��@�

���	���
�����������"�����"��"	�	��������'�����	�"��	�
���"���	�!��
������������������	@��	�����	������+����	��
�	��������	����������
���������J	�����!

His architectural works include not only grand up-scale homes 
�����
������	�����	����
���	���	��
��������
���z�		#����
�	�@�'���

������
��@�
�����
'�	����������������	�
�����	��
����	�!��,������
his partnership with George Wright (Pierre & Wright, 1925-1944)@�
�	��	����	���	"	�
������	���
��
�����'����'��������@�����������
.���
�
�����

�	
���	���
�����@���'�����������@��������
����@���	�
�	
���%�	'��#�'�������@���	�������
����.����
��	�'�������@�
�����	�
	�	�
���.���
�
���
�	�E�'�
�+�
�����������
����������!���
�+����
the buildings Pierre & Wright designed are now landmarks listed 
�����	�$
����
��%	����	��������������:�
�	�!����	��
���	�������
��
also responsible for initiating the now-traditional “Christmas on 
�����	���z����	��~��	���
�������	������	�
��������	��������
������!

.��>VQQ@���	��
���	�������������������
��������"	�@�
���:�	��	�
	��
'����	�������������@�Pierre and Associates!���;������������	�
�����������	���	�	��@�:�	��	��������	���������������
���
�����	����
��
���#����.���
�
�����@�������������	����	��
��	����
���������������
�	"	����	������>V^]@�
�����	��
�#�������:
�#��	�������	��	�@�'��������
>V^x!��

�	��
��'		���	����'	��
�����	������	�������������
���
���
imaginative thinkers in regard to the beauty of Indianapolis” 
|'+�����	���
+��@�%���
���E��
��@�
������	���	
�	���
�����	���
the state of Indiana ever produced and probably the greatest 
visionary architectural professional Indiana has ever known” (by an 
	�	����"	����	����������	�.���
�
�����	�+����������	����!

Image: Pierre & Wright Collection, 
Drawings + Documents Archive, Ball 
State University Libraries

Photography:  Vess von Ruhtenberg
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PUBLIC INPUT SUMMARY
Public Input played a vital role in guiding the master planning team.  
&����� ��� �"�� ��
���� =��(
"��
� 
������� 
��(�"������ ���$�

� ����$�����
����"@�������������%��=���

����������

���$�����������
���$����

�
�����
�������

�-$��������������-���
��������������;�����

�=������������������
invited to participate in the design workshop.  In addition, an invitation to 
participate in the workshop was sent to all property owners within a one 
mile radius of Tarkington Park.  Phone calls, emails, letters and personal 
conversations with Indy Park’s staff and the design team members were 
also collected. 

A majority of the public input was given within the design workshop input 
sessions.  These sessions were a series of listening meetings hosted by 
Indy Parks and the design team.  Participants were given some questions 
in advance to help generate discussion and afforded the opportunity to 
voice any comments or concerns.   

After the design workshop, a project website was launched to host all 
design information and provide further access to the process. This website 
enabled participants to view the presentation graphics and comment 
online on the proposed design.

All comments and opinions were recorded by the design team and 
synthesized into major themes and ideas voiced by the participants 
during the listening sessions.  These major themes and ideas largely 
reinforced the input received by Midtown Indianapolis Inc., during their 
�������������Y�����"�
����--���
��������%�"����
"�����"����
�����������
�
and the master plan.   
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The Design of Tarkington Park should incorporate 
these Major Themes....

��/�Y������
������Y��>��
���;�&����
�� Provide a unique urban park experience
��)$����$��������
$���������������;;���
��;�	����=�
���<���@�����)���"����(����������\�=����&�����
��)��=����-��������������
���$
������$�

��<���@�������Y��
��%��;��"��<�--$���%
�� Incorporate Public Art and Programs
��)$����&������
"��
�=��"��"��'��-��
�	��(��
��"��� � �
    Church, MLK Center, Young audiences, others
����
������"������������;�'�����
��;����(�������&��(
����������;��
��$��$��

 Design features of Tarkington Park should 
include....
������Y���Y�
�	������&��%���$��
��	����>"�����
���&������>�����
��������
��������(����&��"
���<���$��

��	$������&$���
��\Y���
���=�
�� Performance Space 
��������'���$��

�<�����Y��>���
"�&��

�
    Interactive Water Elements
��<�����������~�
����-�'��������
�
����@�������&��(
��������������������&�����-

������(���������
�������~�$���'��������
�������Y����

��	����>"�����>�����������
�
��	��������
�����������Y������
����
��������<�������Y��%
�������
�<�$��

�������������)�
(��@����<�$��

�����"����
��&��(���
��&���
������<�������Y��%�>�;������


������;���<��-���
�����;���>������������"���	��������>�����
���]��=
�������"�����(

Invited Stakeholders and Participants: 
��	���<�--$���%�<�����
������"��������	��"���
��<"$��"
�����(���������=��
���������"���=��
��	����=�������������
�����
��)$��������(�����������"@��"�����

��������
��	����������

��������"@��"�����

��������
��	��������>������'�$�������
��	��������'����<���(���Y����-����<����������
�����
���	�<����/�
���������
��
��<��=��/������Y����-����<����������
�������������
�	$
�$-��;����
��)$��������Y��
��%
��<"�������
�	$
�$-
����������>�����'������$��

��<���������������<�--$���%�'�$�������
��������������-��(

��������-�����;�&$@����>�;��%
��������-�����;�/�-������>��$���%
��������-�����;�&$@�������(

�����%�&��(
���~���������
��������-�����;�\����-�����Y����-���
��������-�����;�	��������������Y����-���
��	�%���
�F;���
��<��%�<�$��%�<�$����
��&��(
�)����
����������&$@��������<�--$���%�~�
�����


Community Input Received By:

1. Stakeholder Interview Sessions
  a. Park Neighbors
  b. Community Groups
  c. Potential Partners
  d. City Employees

���F����&$@����>�

���

3. Emails, phone calls and letters to give input
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Documentation of Session 1

Documentation of Session 4

Documentation of Session 2

Documentation of Session 4

Documentation of Session 3

Documentation of Session 5
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MASTER PLAN DESIGN CONCEPTS
The following two concepts were developed during the design workshop 
����������������������������;���--$���%����$�������Y����"��$�"��$@����
meetings, emails and phone calls.

While each concept featured distinctive spatial organization, the park 
features are predominately the same.  Primary differences include an 
urban dog park in Concept One, while Concept Two divides the Café and 
Stage building into two separate architectural statements. 

Both concepts include innovative playground features, a spray plaza with 
%������$��� ����@����%
� ������
��� ����-����� ���(���
� @�
(��@���� ��$��

�
����@�������� ��=��;����Y���
����� ��;��-������%
���;�
�������������������
shelters, opportunities for public art, increased tree canopy, and a network 
of meandering paths in the landscape.

Architectural features of each concept were inspired by Edward Pierre and 
the modernist style embodied by the former tennis shelter.  Within both 
concepts interpretive elements to celebrate Edward Pierre and Booth 
Tarkington are proposed and provide a direct connection to the park’s 
name and history.
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CONCEPT ONE | OVERALL SITE PLAN
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CONCEPT TWO | OVERALL SITE PLAN
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Concept One | Pavilion Concept - Northwest View Concept Two | Cafe Concept - Northwest View

Concept One | Pavilion Concept - Northeast View Concept Two | Cafe Concept - Southwest View

Concept One | Pavilion Concept - Southeast View Concept Two | Cafe Concept - Southwest Aerial View
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Concept Two | Pavilion Concept ‘A’

Concept Two | Pavilion Concept ‘B’

Concept Two | Pavilion Concept ‘C’

Public Input on Park Design Concepts:
1. Public Presentation of Concepts (July 16th)

a. Stakeholders
b. General Public

���&��*������@
������===����
������-����(���������(�
3. Media Coverage
4. Emails, phone calls, letters and website comments
5. Additional Meetings with Stakeholder Groups and City Departments

Major Themes from Public Comments on Design Concepts:
�� <�������F����
����;�����
�� ~�
"����-�$��
�;���Y��=
�����������-������%���-�Y��-�$��
�
�� F����Y��=�����"����������;��^�"�>����������	��������>�����
�� <�;������>�����
"�$���@���-��
��������@$������

�� <�;��
"�$���
����������������
�>����������@�����������@%������Y���������%
�� F������=�������
"�$���@������@�����������--��������Y�����%��;�$
�

�� <������

�-�Y��
��������%
�=�$���@��������--�������������
"���=��"��"����������--$���%
�� F��%��=��@�
(��@������$��
�����������
�� 	����
��$���%��������"����
�� Integrate bus stop and bike lanes along Illinois Street
�� Plan for ongoing park management and maintenance

Project Website
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����������
�&������
�"�������-�
����������
��������
����������;��"���$@�������$�������Y�������"����������
master plans and the draft master plan.  Major features of the plan include:  

The Central Plaza Space: This is the central hub of activity within the park and includes 
the Café and Stage structures.  The café structure sits along Illinois Street and engages 
the streetscape enhanced for increased visibility, access and walkability. The plaza 
space around the café provides adequate seating for patrons and park users.  To the 
east of the café is the spray plaza.  This dynamic, interactive water feature acts as 
an inviting, architectural element within the park as well as a refreshing play feature 
on hot summer days.   The spray plaza space transforms into an ice skating rink for 
year-round activities within the park.   The spray plaza is engaged on the east end 
by a multipurpose park structure containing park restrooms, picnic and sun shelter, 
and an events stage.  This all-in-one structure can be used by Indy Parks for vendor 
space, movies and concerts in the park, and picnic shelter rentals for parties and 
family reunions.  The design of these structures is inspired by Edward Pierre and 
his legacy within the park and includes interpretive elements for Pierre and Booth 
Tarkington integrated into their design. 

Open Lawn:  At the center of the park lies a large open lawn, or greensward, to serve 
��Y�����%��;�������--���������;��-���$
�
����"�����?��������=���
����������$�"����
����������
����
������������$���@��$
���;�����;��-���
�����
�@�
�@���
�����;���@���
��
�
=�����
�'��
@��
�(�����%���
�������

�������--$���%����"�����
���"��������;��-�����
or movie takes place on the stage, the lawn can be used for seating.  A graceful 
terrace from the central plaza engages the lawn on the west, while an approximately 
1/4 mile walking circuit wraps the greensward and connects with the other walking 
paths throughout the park.  

Urban Dog Park: ����
���;���
�(����;��������������

��"�
�$���$��
�����;���
����@���
������
������"�����=���
�=�$���"�Y�����$��$������������������$�;�
$�;�����"�������
withstand heavy use and would be rinsed daily to provide a clean play environment for 
both canines and humans.  Some of the large existing trees are preserved for shade, 
supplemented by a small picnic shelter.   A short walking loop provides the ability to 
use the space for walking exercises and training.  A fence enclosure surrounds the 
dog park, accessed by electronic key -  a paid service similar to Indy Park’s other dog 
parks.  A series of dog play structures are included to enhance the canine recreational 
experience.

Playground:  The playground is shifted south, away from the busy 40th and Illinois 
Street intersection.  Surrounded by lush plantings and seatwalls to provide an 
abundance of shaded seating opportunities for watchful parents, the playground 
features a highly innovative play experience unlike any playground in the region, 
with imaginative slides, climbing mounds and walls, rope structures, and swings.  
Two half-court basketball courts sit just east of the playground give younger kids 
another recreational opportunity within the safe environment of the playground.  The 
���%���$������Y���
�������$�����
�;����������
������@������

�=��"���?�%�������
������
year-old, and ADA play opportunities.  

Northern Shelter and Recreation Area:  Along 40th Street, the master plan proposes 
a new recreational area to serve the nearby apartment communities developed 
around the recently restored tennis courts.  As a gateway to the tennis center, a 
community gathering space with a picnic shelter, plaza space with seatwalls, and a 
drinking fountain sets between two new recreational court spaces, programmed for 
a combination of bocce ball courts, badminton courts and sand volleyball courts.  

39th Street Farmer’s Market Space:  Along 39th Street, two multipurpose shelters 
prominently occupy a plaza on axis with the open lawn.  These shelters will serve 
as the centerpiece for the Farmer’s Market activities, as well as community picnic 

"�����
�� � � � ��^�"�>������ �
���
���������@����
��%����
������Y�"��$���� ���;����$�����
market days or other community events. 
 
Perimeter Treatments:  New sidewalks are proposed along all edges of the park 
to facilitate pedestrian access.  Bump-outs (or curb extensions) are proposed at 
���� �����
������
� ��� ;�
���� 
�;������
���������

�����������Y���� ���;������-����� � ��
signalized intersection is proposed at the 40th and Meridian Street intersection to 
help pedestrians from the neighborhoods east of Meridian safely cross the street and 

��=����;������������(����"�
�@��������������;��-��"������������;��"�����(������
����������
edges along the surrounding streets, allowing for greater visibility and security, while 
increasing available parking from 46 spaces to 136 spaces.  Along Illinois Street, a 
bus shelter and integrated bike lanes are included.  The existing berm along Meridian 
Street will be reshaped, inviting views into the park by commuters and pedestrians.

Public Art: A major sculpture piece is proposed as a gateway into the park at each 
corner.  The provision of these artworks is envisioned as a partnership with the 
Indianapolis Museum of Art and other local arts organizations and could potentially 
occur on a rotating basis.  Other artworks would be placed at major pedestrian paths 
and integrated as smaller pieces throughout the park’s landscape.

Sustainability:  Aligned with the project goal of establishing a model for urban parks 
in Indianapolis, the integration of sustainable infrastructure and building solutions is 
a key component of the proposed master plan, Low impact development practices, 
including green roofs, stormwater planters, permeable pavers, storm water collection 
������$
�
�����Y����������

�=������;������������������
%
��-

��\�����"������������%�����
materials will be employed to reduce the park’s energy consumption and promote 
green development in our community.     
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could be rented for 
Indy Parks Income

Shade
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Circulation

Public Art

Lighting and Security

Shelters and Structures
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designed.  One is a café pavilion that will be in 
operation the entire year and the second, a multi-
purpose picnic and performance shelter that will 
also house the main restrooms for the park.  Both 
structures will frame and support a spray park 
that will also have the ability to be converted to a 
skating rink in the winter time.  The architecture is 
intended to be an extension of the ground plane 
that continually folds up, around, and over each 
structure.  With the addition of green roofs, the 
buildings and landscape become one. 

Café Building 
The café structure is located parallel to Illinois 
Street and serves as the Park’s western gateway.  
This view shows how the ground plane extends up 
and over the café, framing the interior space but 
also providing shade and shelter for outdoor dining 
and seating areas.  The strong horizontality and 
large overhangs pay homage to the park pavilions 
originally designed by Edward Pierre.
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The multi-purpose structure houses the parks main 
restrooms but also serves as a picnic shelter that can 
become a performance shelter.  A series of sliding and 
��Y������ =���� �����
� =���� ���Y���� 
�-�� ����@����%� ;���
performance settings but also provide enhanced acoustics.  
In this view, you can see how the extended ground plane 
begins as the stage platform and then folds up and over, 
framing the performance area.  

!���������
��&������
As the ground plane folds to frame the stage, it turns and 
extends to the west to become integrated with the spray 
park.  The extension becomes an open shade structure that 
also frames views to other areas of the park.  Restrooms 
and a snack bar face the spay park and are integrated 
under the fold. 
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Railroad Park - Birmingham, Alabama
>�������?�����!?��
��!�����

Budget: $17.5 Million

Features:  Open lawn, terraced seating 
areas, lake, walking pionts, covered plaza, 
skate park, and playgrounds.

Tarkington Park
Size: 650’x750’, 10.5 acres

Discovery Green - Houston, Texas
Size: 800’ x 900’, 16.5 acres
)$���������?�	������

Features: Splashpad and fountian, dog runs, 
lake, stage, promenade, jogging trail, art,  
and native gardens.

City Garden - St. Louis, Missouri
>������?���������
���?�����

Budget: $30 Million

Features:  Waterwall and splash pad, 
outdoor cafes, art, rain gardens, and 
extension of mall.

Cumberland Park - Nashville, Tennessee
Size: 700’ x 375’, 6.5 acres
Budget: $11 Million

Features:  Interactive playground, 
esplanade, trail system, canopy and lawn.

Washington Park - Cincinnati, Ohio
>�������?����!���
�!�����

Budget: $48 Million

Features: Parking garage, stage, event 
lawn, urban dog park, interactive fountain, 
public art and playground
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The following cost opinion will help guide Indy Park’s efforts to assemble 
a funding program of  capital funds, operating  funds, public/private 
partnerships, and grants needed to implement the  master plan.  

The costs opinion addresses for the proposed improvements within the 
park property as well as those in the public right of way.  The outlined costs 
are intended as preliminary, planning-level estimates of the anticipated 
construction cost of the master plan.   More detailed and precise numbers 
need to be developed once a topographic survey is completed and more 
detailed design of the park features is completed.
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Cost Opinion
DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT UNIT COST TOTAL

DEMOLITION / FACILITIES and CONTROLS

Site Clearing of Vegetation 1 LS 20,000.00$          20,000.00$                          
Site Demolition 1 LS 50,000.00$          50,000.00$                          

�������������������������������� �

NEW CONSTRUCTION

EARTHWORK
Erosion Control 1 LS 10,000.00$          10,000.00$                          
Excavation (General Cut and Fill) 10,000 CY 10.00$                  100,000.00$                       
Topsoil 500 CY 35.00$                  17,500.00$                          

�	��
�������������������������� �

SITE UTILITIES
Sanitary Sewer - Stage & Café 1 LS 80,000.00$          80,000.00$                          
Site Electrical 1 LS 150,000.00$       150,000.00$                       
Storm Drainage 1 LS 100,000.00$       150,000.00$                       
Water Service 1 LS 40,000.00$          40,000.00$                          

�	����������������������������� �

PAVEMENTS
Asphalt Vehicular Pavement 34,000 SF 4.50$                    153,000.00$                       
Concrete Band 600 LF 15.00$                  9,000.00$                             
Speciality Pavers 40,000 SF 12.00$                  480,000.00$                       
Concrete Curb 2,930 LF 15.00$                  43,950.00$                          
Concrete Pavement Sidewalks 40,000 SF 5.00$                    200,000.00$                       
Concrete Terrace Steps 300 SF 10.00$                  3,000.00$                             
Dog Park Artifical Turf 23,000 SF 8.00$                    184,000.00$                       
Basketball Court 3 EA 25,000.00$          75,000.00$                          

�������
���������������������� �

STRUCTURES
Café Building 1 EA 562,500.00$       562,500.00$                       
Stage & Restroom Building 1 EA 695,600.00$       695,600.00$                       
50x20' Market Shelters 2 EA 115,000.00$       230,000.00$                       
30x30' Picnic Shelter 2 EA 60,000.00$          120,000.00$                       
20x30' Picnic Shelter 1 EA 40,000.00$          40,000.00$                          
15x20' Dog Park Shelter 1 EA 20,000.00$          20,000.00$                          
5x15' Bus Shelter 1 EA 20,000.00$          20,000.00$                          
Seatwalls 890 LF 300.00$               267,000.00$                       
Playground 1 LS 400,000.00$       400,000.00$                       

	�


������������������������� �

p
DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT UNIT COST TOTAL

AQUATIC
Interactive Fountain and System 1 LS 800,000.00$       800,000.00$                       

������������������������������� �

SIGNAGE
Park Sign - Primary 3 EA 10,000.00$          30,000.00$                          
Wayfinding Signage 10 EA 5,000.00$            50,000.00$                          
Interpretive Signage 5 EA 8,000.00$            40,000.00$                          
Booth Tarkington & Edward Pierre Interpretive Walls 2 EA 15,000.00$          30,000.00$                          

�
����������������������������� �

SITE LIGHTING & SPECIALITY ELECTRICAL
16' Light Pole & Foundation ������������������ 40 EA 5,000.00$            200,000.00$                       
LED Speciality Architectural Lighting 150 LF 1,000.00$            150,000.00$                       
WIFI Connectivity 1 LS 100,000.00$       100,000.00$                       
Security Cameras 10 EA 10,000.00$          100,000.00$                       
9' Emergency Call Towers 5 EA 8,000.00$            40,000.00$                          
Street Lights 27 EA 10,000.00$          270,000.00$                       

������������������������������� �

SITE FURNISHINGS
Bike Racks 30 EA 500.00$               15,000.00$                          
Drinking Fountain 1 EA 3,000.00$            3,000.00$                             
Dog Park Drinking Fountain with Dog Bowl 3 EA 4,500.00$            13,500.00$                          
Picnic Tables (in shelter) 65 EA 900.00$               58,500.00$                          
Trash Receptacles 25 EA 1,000.00$            25,000.00$                          
Doggie Bag Receptacles 6 EA 600.00$               3,600.00$                             
Plaza Table and Seating 50 EA 3,000.00$            150,000.00$                       
Bench 30 EA 1,200.00$            36,000.00$                          
Dog Park Playground Amenities 1 LS 10,000.00$          10,000.00$                          
Dog Park - Ornamental Fence & Magnetic Locks 650 LF 55.00$                  35,750.00$                          
Basketball Ornamental Fence & Magnetic Locks 550 LF 55.00$                  30,250.00$                          
Exterior Game Tables 8 EA 1,500.00$            12,000.00$                          


�	���������������������������� �

LANDSCAPE WORK (Includes Warranty and Maintenance)
Dog Park Irrigation 23,000 SF 1.50$                    34,500.00$                          
Lawn (Sod) Irrigation 78,000 SF 1.50$                    117,000.00$                       
Plant Beds Irrigation 18,000 SF 2.00$                    36,000.00$                          
Lawn (Sod) 8,666 SY 5.50$                    47,663.00$                          
Lawn (Seeded) 4 ACRES 2,500.00$            10,000.00$                          
Sport Activity 1 LS 50,000.00$          50,000.00$                          
Plant Beds (Perennials, Grasses, Plugs) 18,000 SF 15.00$                  270,000.00$                       
Shrubs 600 EA 50.00$                  30,000.00$                          
Trees - Ornamental - 2.5" 100 EA 250.00$               25,000.00$                          
Trees - Shade - 3" 200 SF 750.00$               150,000.00$                       
Trees - Speciment - Spaded 30 EA 2,000.00$            60,000.00$                          

�
����
������������������������ �

SUBTOTAL 7,153,313.00$                   

General Conditions (5%) 357,665.65$                        
Mobilization/Demobilization (5%) 357,665.65$                       
Contingency (20%) 1,430,662.60$                     
GRAND TOTAL 9,299,306.90$                   

Optional Costs (Not Included Above)
DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT UNIT COST TOTAL
Water Wall and System 1 LS 350,000.00$       350,000.00$                       
Ornamental Light and Sound Tower around Open Lawn 15 EA 40,000.00$          600,000.00$                       
Stage - Audio & Visual System 1 LS 120,000.00$       120,000.00$                       
Public Art Commissions 8 EA 100,000.00$       800,000.00$                       

SUBTOTAL 1,870,000.00$                   
General Conditions (5%) 93,500.00$                          
Mobilization/Demobilization (5%) 93,500.00$                          
Contingency (20%) 374,000.00$                       
OPTIONAL COSTS TOTAL 2,431,000.00$                   

Off-Property Improvement Costs (Not Included Above)
DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT UNIT COST TOTAL
Traffic Signal and Pedestrian Safety Improvements (40th Street 
and Meridian Street) 1 LS 225,000.00$       225,000.00$                        
Pedestrian Safety Improvements                                           
(40th Street and Illinois Street) 1 LS 50,000.00$          50,000.00$                          
Pedestrian Safety Improvements                                           
(39th Street and Illinois Street) 1 LS 60,000.00$          60,000.00$                          
Pedestrian Safety Improvements                                           
(39th Street and Meridian Street) 1 LS 40,000.00$          40,000.00$                          
Resurfacing Meridian Street (40th Street to 39th Street) 1 LS 165,000.00$       165,000.00$                       
Resurfacing Illinois Street (40th Street to 39th Street) 1 LS 200,000.00$       200,000.00$                       
Resurfacing 40th Street (Meridian St to Illinois St) 1 LS 80,000.00$          80,000.00$                          
Resurfacing 39th Street (Meridian St to Illinois St) 1 LS 80,000.00$          80,000.00$                          

SUBTOTAL 900,000.00$                      
General Conditions (5%) 45,000.00$                          
Mobilization/Demobilization (5%) 45,000.00$                          
Contingency (20%) 180,000.00$                       
OFF PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT  T'OTAL 1,170,000.00$                   
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Cafe, Stage and Spray Plaza and 
Associated Work ($4.9 Million)

Market Shelter, Plaza, Open Lawn and 
Associated Work ($2 Million)

Basketball Court and Associated Work 
($460,000)

Playground  and Associated Work 
($1 Million)

Dog Park and Associated Work 
($360,000)

Perimeter Improvements and 
Associated Work ($710,000)

Offsite Pedestrian Improvements, Roadway 
Improvements, Signal Work and Associated 

Work ($1.17 Million, By Others)
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Questions?  Please contact Andre Denman ~ Principal Parks Planner   Indy Parks (317) 327-5725 or at andre.denman@indy.gov

�������	
������

YOU ARE INVITED!
You have been identified by Indy Parks and the Master Plan Team as a local resident to participate in 
the development of a Master Plan for Tarkington Park.  The park, named after famed local author, 
Booth Tarkington, is located in Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood at 45 West 40th Street. We are 
inviting you to an open public session to share your ideas and opinions on the park.  The session will 
be held in the Club Room of North United Methodist Church located at 3808 N. Meridian Street, July 
10th from 3:30-4:30pm.

Background and Process:
This master planning process is to formally update the 1987 Indy Parks Master Plan for Tarkington 
Park and to provide guidance to the City of Indianapolis and Indy Parks for future improvements to 
the park.  Since 1987, there has been growing interest in what the park could become.  Most recently, 
Midtown led a series of visioning sessions in 2010 and developed some conceptual ideas for the park.  
Indy Parks and the Master Plan Team have been in close coordination with Midtown and are aware of 
all input and ideas generated during the visioning sessions.  This master planning process is to 
continue the momentum started by Midtown and gather further input toward the development of a 
formal master plan. 

What to Expect:
The master planning process will include a series of stakeholder group and public input sessions on 
Tuesday, July 10th.  Members of the public are invited to give their opinions on the park at 3:30pm. 
The session will be on a first-come, first-serve basis and members of the public will be asked to sign-
in to be on the list of speakers.  Individuals will be given a maximum of 2 minutes to provide the 
master plan team with their thoughts, hopes and dreams for the park space. Input received will be 
documented and used by the Master Plan Team to inform the development of design concepts.  These 
concepts will be presented back to the project stakeholders and members of the public on July 13th at
1pm in the Fellowship Hall of North United Methodist Church . If you can not participate, visit 
www.indyparks.org for ways to give your input or contact Andre Denman with Indy Parks at 
andre.denman@indy.gov or 317-327-5725.

How to Prepare:
Participants are encouraged to visit the park and think about the following questions: 
What do you like about the park today? 
What is missing in the park? 
What existing features of the park should remain?
What features and activities would you like to see in the park?
Describe your ideal visit to the park.
What should the park look like in 20 years?

Thank you and we look forward to seeing 
you on July 10th, 2012 at 3:30pm!

Sincerely,

Indy Parks
Rundell Ernstberger Associates


��������������������	�
�
��������������	
���	������	������
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 ��!�
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Public Notice Page One Public Notice  Page Two
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meeting date: July 10th-13th, 2012 
meeting time: Varies – See Schedule 
meeting location: Varies – See Schedule 
project number: 1255 
project name: �������	
�������
��	��������
  

DAY ONE | Tuesday, July 10th, 2012 | North United Methodist Club Room 

12:00 pm – Arrive, set-up space and prepare for Stakeholders 

1:00 pm – Stakeholder Group One (Park Property Neighbors) 
1. MLK Community Center 

a. Joni Collins, Executive Director 
b. Tawanna Lewis 

2. North United Methodist 
a. Darren Cushman Wood, Senior Pastor 
b. Brian Williams, Outreach Pastor  

3. Tarkington Tower 
a. George Wildman, Board of Directors 

4. 40 North Tower 
a. Jean Dugan, President of the Home Owners Association 

 
1:30 pm – Stakeholder Group Two (Community Groups) 

1. Midtown 
a. Deborah Stoll, Deputy Director 
b. Michael McKillip, Maple Road 

2. Meridian-Kessler Neighborhood Association 
a. Caroline Farrar, Executive Director 
b. Judy Goldstein, Board President 

3. Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood Association 
a. Jeremy Stewart (A2S04), Board President 

4. Meridian Street Foundation 
a. Sheila Little, Board President 

5. Mapleton-Fall Creek Development Corporation 
a. Joni Collins will represent MFCDC in 1pm session 

6. Watson-McCord/Historic Watson 
a. Martha Baker-Blue, Board President 

7. Crown Hill Development Corporation 
a. Reverend Solomon 
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2:00 pm – Stakeholder Group Three (Potential Partners) 
1. IMA 

a. Mark Zelonis, Director of Environmental & Historic Preservation 
b. Cynthia Rallis, Director of Development (unconfirmed) 

2. Butler University 
a. Benjamin Hunter (City County Councilor), Chief of Staff (unconfirmed) 
b. Richard Michal, Campus Engineer 

3. Children’s Museum 
a. Anthony Bridgeman, Mid-North Plan & Director of Community Initiatives 

(unconfirmed) 
b. Karen Miller, Mid-North Plan & Community Organizer (unconfirmed) 

4. State Fair Grounds 
a. Cindy Hoye, Executive Director 

5. CICF 
a. Alphons Van Adrichem, Community Director 

6. Indiana Landmarks 
a. Marsh Davis, Executive Director 

 
2:30 pm – Stakeholder Group Four (City Employees) 

1. Public Safety 
a. Paul Ciesielski, Captain- North District 
b. Dale Braun, Lieutenant – North District 

2. DPW 
a. Andy Lutz, Chief Engineer (Unconfirmed) 

3. Indy Parks 
a. John Williams, Director of Indy Parks 
b. Will McClendon, Senior Park Manager 

4. Economic Development 
a. Michael Huber, Deputy Mayor 
b. Kris Butler, Deputy Director – Bond Band 

5. DMD 
a. Kathleen Blackham – Rezoning Specialist (worked with Midtown) 

 
3:00 pm – Stakeholder Group Five (Elected and Appointed Officials) 

1. Mayor’s Office 
a. Ryan Vaughn, Chief of Staff (former City County Councilor for MKNA area) 
b. Olgen Williams, Deputy Mayor of Neighborhoods (unconfirmed) 

2. City County Council 
a. John Barth, At Large City County Councilor 
b. Monroe Gray, District 8 & Parks Committee (unconfirmed) 
c. Joe Simpson, District 9 (unconfirmed) 
d. Will Gooden District 3 (unconfirmed) 
e. William Oliver, District & Parks Committee (unconfirmed) 
f. Maggie Lewis, President & District 7 

3. Parks Board 
a. Joe Wynns, Parks Board Member & Former Director of Indy Parks 

 
3:30 pm –Open Public Session (2 minutes max per person)  
 
4:45 pm – Tear Down  
 
5:00 pm – Church Closes – End of Day 
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DAY TWO | Wednesday, July 11th, 2012 | Rundell Ernstberger Associates Office 
8:00 am – What We Heard Session (Indy Parks and Design Team) 
 
9:00 am – Big Ideas and Conceptual Brain-Storming Session 
 
10:00 am – Begin Concept Production 
 
12:00 pm – Working Lunch  
 
1:00 pm – Present Concepts (Indy Parks and Design Team) 
 
2:00 pm – Concepts are selected, production work begins 
 
5:00 pm – Working Dinner – Review of progress –  
 
?:?? pm – End of Day 
 

DAY THREE | Thursday, July 12th, 2012 | Rundell Ernstberger Associates Office 

8:00 am – Continue production 
 
12:00 pm – Working Lunch & Review (Indy Parks with Design Team) 
 
1:00 pm – Continue production 
 
5:00 pm – Working Dinner – Outline Presentation  
 
?:?? pm – End of Day 
 

DAY FOUR | Friday, July 13th, 2012 

8:00 am – Continue presentation production | Rundell Ernstberger Associates Office 
 
11:00 am –  Arrive, Set-up Room and Test Presentation | North United Methodist Fellowship Hall 
 
12:00 pm – Working Lunch and Presentation Run Through | North United Methodist Fellowship Hall 
 
1:00 pm –  Present Concepts to the public | North United Methodist Fellowship Hall 
 
2:00 pm – Open up for group discussion or input | North United Methodist Fellowship Hall 
 
3:00pm – Tear down and End of Day | North United Methodist Fellowship Hall 

 

Schedule Page One Schedule Page Two Schedule Page Three
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Input Session Five

Draft Master Plan Presentation Draft Master Plan Presentation Draft Master Plan Presentation

Input Session Two

Input Session Six

Input Session Three

Concept Presentation

Input Session Four

Tarkington Tower Meeting
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Letter of Support from surrounding community 
organizations - received on November 9. 2012

Letter of Support from Meridian-Kessler Neighborhood Association - 
received on August 7, 2012

Joe, 

This comes as reaffirmation of our telephone conversation today confirming strong support by Meridian-Kessler 
Neighborhood Association of the efforts in developing a Master Plan for Tarkington Park. Giving consideration to park 
elements that would answer seniors, youth and the general public seems to be a central theme in development 
deliberations. Retaining existing valuable assets, enlarging some, altering placement of others for convenience of use, 
building in new additions to draw in much greater public participation, also with thought given to adjacent business 
revitalization is such a worthy undertaking and a tremendous opportunity for not only the two large neighborhoods for 
which Tarkiongton Park is a gateway, but for the several near neighborhoods and the surrounding area in general. 

I am here attaching the article I submitted for the current issue of the MKNA Newsletter. We would be pleased to use this 
publication and our website to be helopful in any way. 

Judy Goldstein, president of MKNA, and I both send congratulations to you and all involved in this major effort. We look 
forward to being in attendance at the next scheduled meeting. 

Best regards, 

Caroline Farrar 

Caroline Farrar
Executive Director
Meridian Kessler Neighborhood Association
526 E. 52 nd Street
Indianapolis, IN 46205
meridiankessler@aol.com
Office: 317-283-1021
Cell: 317-695-8272
Fax: 317-283-6061
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